
  THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
     January 2, 2022 

Please consider making your  offertory  

donations on-line. Visit our website:  

https://olmhighlands.com/online-giving 

for more details. 

olmhighlands.com 

Date Intentions Requested by 

1/2/22 Sharon Stanley Marie Doris Toole 

1/5/22 Patricia Pittari+ Caroline Pittari 

1/6/22 No Mass  

1/9/22 Becky & Bob Fisher Dee Dee Austin 

January 16th—Second collection in  support of  

Combined Missions:  

Church of Latin America, Church in Central & Eastern 

Europe, US Mission Appeal (Black & Indian Missions), 

Catholic Home Missions, and Church of Africa 

TRADITIONS UNCOVER MEANING 

Two traditional rituals, one liturgical and one domestic, help 

underline the meaning of the Epiphany. The Proclamation of 

the Date of Easter is an option for inclusions at Mass today. 

This text which formally announces the dates of the upcom-

ing major feast days reminds us that Christmas is best hon-

ored in the context of the whole story of salvation that cul-

minates in Easter. Or as writer Nathan Mitchell reflects, the 

wood of the crib becomes the wood of the cross.  

The second tradition connected to Epiphany is the blessing 

of the door of one’s home with chalk. It includes a prayer for 

protection for all who enter therein. One explanation of this 

tradition ties it to the Passover in the book of Exodus: the 

marking of the doorposts with the blood of the lamb kept 

the Israelites safe. This tradition too offers a connection be-

tween Christmas and Easter.  

As we continue to mine the richness of this season we hum 

along with the angels, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Saint of the Week 

God sees every one of 

us; He creates every 

soul...for a purpose. He 

needs, He designs to 

need, every one of us. 

He has an end for each 

of us; we are all equal 

in His sight, and we are 

placed in our different 

ranks and stations, not 

to get what we can out 

of them for ourselves, 

but to labor in them for him.  

-St. John Nepomucene Neumann (1811-1860),  

Patron of Catholic Education, Feast Day January 5 

New Office Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00am-3:00pm 



   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

 Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik 
 

Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 

 
Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 

Adele Hopkins, Thelma Petrone, Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald 
Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, and Lucille Devane 

      Father Barone’s Column 

Epiphany Water is a Powerful Weapon Against Satan 
~From aleteia.org 
 
The Roman Ritual provides a strong blessing of Epiphany water that casts out all evil spirits. While the feast 
of Epiphany in the Roman Rite is primarily focused on the visit of the Magi, historically it was more focused 
on the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River. For this reason, there developed a special blessing of 
Epiphany water in memory of Jesus sanctifying the waters of Baptism. 
 
This blessing of water on Epiphany was maintained by Eastern Catholics, but Roman Catholics also have an 
optional ceremony that was approved in 1890 that did homage to this tradition. 
 
The emphasis of the blessing, however, was less on the commemoration of Jesus’ baptism and more on the 
symbolic nature of water as a cleansing agent. In this way, the blessing of Epiphany water in the Roman Rite 
was used to cast out Satan and all his demonic angels. 
 
It is a powerful blessing, one that uses strong language to invoke the power of God over evil. It reminds us of 
the spiritual power of holy water and encourages us to use it in faith, trusting in the protecting help of God 
over our spiritual enemies. Here is an excerpt of the prayer, which is quite lengthy: 
 
In the name of our Lord Jesus + Christ and by His power, we cast you out, every unclean spirit, every devilish 
power, every assault of the infernal adversary, every legion, every diabolical group and sect; begone and stay 
far from the Church of God, from all who are made in the image of God and redeemed by the precious blood 
of the divine + Lamb. Never again dare, you cunning serpent, to deceive the human race, to persecute the 
Church of God, nor to strike the chosen of God and to sift them as + wheat. For it is the Most High God who 
commands you, + He to whom you heretofore in your great pride considered yourself equal; He who desires 
that all men might be saved and come to the knowledge of truth. God the Father + commands you. God the 
Son + commands you. God the Holy + Spirit commands you. The majesty of Christ, the eternal Word of God 
made flesh + commands you… 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR JANUARY 2ND 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

 

http://aleteia.org/

